Observations on a child with cerebral palsy and her twin sister made in an integrated nursery and at home.
Observations were made on two twins attending the same integrated nursery. One of the children had cerebral palsy while her sister developed normally. Similar observations were also made in the twins' home while they played with their mother. Comparisons were made between the behaviour and experience of the two children in the nursery and also between the home and the nursery. The child with cerebral palsy was non-ambulant and her interactions in the nursery were limited in both quality and quantity compared with her sister and with opportunities presented at home. Despite this both children enjoyed attending the nursery. It is proposed that integration needs to have structured and monitored support for ensuring that children with special needs benefit from mainstream education.